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i. Sunbscribers who do not give ex~
ypress notice to the contrary are consid-
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eoriptions,

2 Ii iubsoribers brder the discon-
tinuanco of their periodieal the publish-
or8 may coulioue to eend them until all
arrearsges are poaid. L

3, I enbscribors refuse or negleci to
take lheir paper from the office to which
ﬂmly are directed they are held responw
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FROFESSIONAL CARDS-

C. ALDERSON,
| . Attorney-at-Law,

 TagewkLL, C.'H., Va.
Will _practice in the: cruvts of Tazowsll
connty, and the Court of Appeals ab Wythe-

ville.  Cellocting a frozlaly, Lands for
sale nnd laid titles exnmined '

]' H. STUART,

Attorney-at-Law,

eyl
4 PRATAN, VIRGINIA,

<M. B. COULING, - & 4

Attorney-at-Law & Collector

“Granay, TazewrLl Cousty, Va.

Al nctien in all the Cdurts  of Tezewoll
g unty, Vo, ond Mercer County, W V.

¥

A Q. DAviesow,
Princeton, W. Va.

“nu;l.ms & DAVIDSON,

2, W, Winniams,
Bland . H, Va.

Attorneys-nt-Law,

Practies in a'l tho Cﬁurln of Tor wol
r wity, Virginin, and Mercer county, ' West
Virginia,

A J. & B. D. MAY,

Attornceys-nt-Law,
TAZEWELL 0. H., VIRGINTA,

Practice in ths Courts of Tazewsll connty,
nnd in the Court of Appeals at Wythewill |
Va: Particular attention pald to the rol-

lection of claimes,  OM.o opposits new Court
Honse,

R B. GI1LLESPIE,

hyeiciun. ande=Onrieon,’
TAZEWELL ©. IT, VIRGINIA.

7 Orricr Count House FQuane.

J’ T. COOLEY,

DIENTIST,
Hooms in residence eart end of tovn.

Ax etchango says: Until recently
sugar cane way looked vpon ns proc-
tigally worthless also, and was per-
niitted to go to wasto by tho thousands
of tona, Injursuing some investigo-
tions a sliort time ago for the purpose
of discovering, if poasible, whother the
fiber of tho cuue could not be used in
the masnficinre of Lagging, n gentle.
man found properties which convinced
him (hat paper conld be made of the
stulle if suitable machioory could be de-
¥ised for reducing it to a pulp. After
many discourngements tho task was
necomplisbed, and of ‘ihe first batch of
pulp masnfactured, o Northern paper
will recently made cnough sugar came
per to prink one edilion of tho New
Urleana Picayune. A copy of tho pa-
per now in hand is substantinl and
Louzh, with fnir color and smooth sur-
faces. 1t ia eloimed for it that it will
be specially deairable for use on fast
priting presses, and that its manufne-
ture, which is now rogarded as o per-
manent enterprise, will add largely to
the wenltlh of Lon'siaun, as well as tond
still further to simplify the problom of
paper mok'ng.

A sTuaxes phenomenon oceurred
during 4 slorm 03 n recent evening in
the vicinity of th: Board of Trade
tower-light, in Chicago. It was none
other. than a shower of Dbirds, The
nexh morning when thoe watelhmon made
lis ronnds ab daylight he found the
sidewn!ks and streets in front of the
tower fairly covered with tlend birds of
all sorts, A little Inter the electrician
came down, and when he saw tho great
pilo of lirds ho said thnt it was the
electrie light ot the top of the tower.

| When lie went np to the lantern with

several members of the Board of Trade,
tho rool was found to be covered with
dead Lirds, and each of the lamps in
the bLig circle of light was filled with
them; ono globe Lad eizht bivds in it,
two being still ol ve. ‘i hese birds were
of overy known variety, and many un.
ltnown, or rather nufamilinr, species
were nmong tho lot.
colors were there, searlot, biue, pi
red, canary, mottled black and w
and thers were some suijje and
among them, 'Thoe thoory is |
were  migratory  flocks, ;;omn
south {o north, and w: o gt
the great lizlu; wiich the moment they
touched killed them. The birds were
all of the small species, the s.ipo bLe-
ing the Jargest, nnd Lhis kind nsually
tly lower thoan dueks and gecse, nbout
00 feet high. 'The great light is just
nt that height, and accounts for the
destrnetion of the birds. Thore were
millions of them, enough to trim al]
the ladies' hats in Ilinois,

Tur magnificent Cnstlo of Windsor

C A, THOMHSON,

DENTIST. !

Offics West Front Room, Stras building, I i
g V emgaging men by contracts and wagea

nplBairs

was built by Edward IIL (1827-1877),
aud his method of condueting the work
may serve ns a spocimen of thoe conditi

of the people in that age.

m
Instead of

lio

i
]
Shuvmu AND HAIR CUTTING. |

TazeweLL, C. H,. Va.

Baloon East front room, Btras bullding,
ap staire.  Elegant Chairs, Plate Glass Mir-
rare, and sl the modern  conver fences.
Yloasa call.

HOTELS.

1 every county in I'ngland to

¢ setd him n eerinin number of mnsons,

tilers, and earpentera, as if he hind been
levying the army.

Wosrrs fo: merly had n poeket in the
foro poart of thoir stays in which, ne-
vording to Stevens, Lhoy earried not
only love lutters nnd love tokens, but
even theiv meuney and materials for
v pedla-work,

The t'rown  Mhin o of

Cermuny has
ovent v-lwn decorntion,

6. R EURFACE. JESEE F. WHITE
CENTRAL HOTEL!
SURFACE & WHITE, Pnor's.
lﬂ"Hfouan entirely Rel’nm_fsnd.

A well-snpplied Table, a complete Bar
and good Stables.
Terms moderate.

VIRGINIA HOUSE,

TAZEWELL; O, H. VA,

‘L.R- DODD

This large Hotel is entirely refurnished
and fitted np to snit modern require-
ments.

Bpecial arrangements for commeroial
travellsrs.

Table always supplied with tho best,

*T'he Bur supplied with tho finest and
purest Lignors, Oigurs, &e.

Qood Biables, Bheds, &e.

MAVIZ YOUIRz
PRINTING

DONE AT TR
Clinch Valley Nows

JOB OFFICE

Every Kind of Work ail! be done
& Neutly and Qa'ekly.

VALLEY MOTUAL LIFE
INSURANCE  COMPANY.

D. B. BALDWIN,
EWELL, O. 0., ViRGINIA,
ACENT

0B TAZEWELL COUN| |,

'}

Be Warned

in time. Kidney diseasos may be provented
by purifying, renewing, and invigornting
the blood with Ayer's Sarsaparilln. When,
through debility, the action of the kidneya
is perverted, these organs rob the blood of
its needed counstituent, albumen, which fa
passed aff fn the urine, while worn ont
matier, which they should carry off from
the blootl, is allowed to remnin, Ty the
use of Ayer's Sursaparilla, the Kidoeya
e restored Lo proper action, snd Albu-
minurin, or

| Bright's Disease

s prevented,  Ayer's Smsaparilla also
prevents inflammation of the kidneys, and
other disorders of these organs, Mrs, Jos.
W. Weld, Forest ITill st., Jomalea Plain,
Muass., writes: “T have hod n complica-
tion of diseases, but my grewtest troubls
bas been with my kidnoys, Four bottles
of Ayer's Sarsnparilln made me feel lko
o new persony as well and strong s
ever." W, M, McDonall, 46 Summer st.,
Toston, Maes., had been troubled for years
with Iidney Complaint. By the use of
Ayer's Barsaparilla, ho not only

Prevented

the disense from assuming n fatal form,
but was restored to perfect health, John
McLellan, cor. Bridge and Third sts.,
Lowell, Mass., writes: “For several years
I suffered from Dyspepsia and Kidney
Camplaint, the latter belng so severe at
times that T eould searcely attend to my
work., My nppetite was poor, und I was
much emaciated ; but by using

AYER’S 3

Sarsaparilla

my appelife and digestion fmproved, and
my honlth hias been perfeetly restored.”

Sald by all Druggists,
Prico §1; Bix bottles, 85.
Frepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell,
AMass., U. 8. 4,

Forward,
Push on, brave heart, nor yet despair,
Though dark and dreary scem the way,
Thy sun will shino from skies as fuir
As ovor graced the coming dny,
And ever kecp before thine eyes
The beroes of the mighty past;
Think how thoy strugzgled for the prizs,
And thou shalt surely win at last.
Push on, as soms brave swinmors do,
Ovor storm:capped waves of lifo,
Btriko out ngainst the undortow,
And come off victor in the strife.
Puch on,'and win o Insting name
Tho nations of the earth among,
Nor stoop to use ns steps to famae
-Thy fellow-men who round you throng.
Push on, and when thou gain'st the day,
Remember thoss brave words of mino;
Denr up beneath eash darkened ray,
Thy sun §s waiting but to shine
With tenfold glory from above.
That hour Is dorkest next the doawn,
Buecess is cortain. Do not fear,
But let the watchward be—Push on.
—Juck Gardiner in Detroit Free Press.

THE SQUIRE'S APPLES.

“Such pretty apples!™ cried Linnet
Desgoir, cestatically, “With red cheoks,
just ns if a fuiry pencil had painted them,
and delicious, bloomy streaks hiere and
therel 1 should like to copy them on a
plaque or a panel or something, if only
me could be sure of reproducing those
delicate tints of rose and white "

“Wel', Tdeclare!” snid Itose Iebron,
the conntry cousing, whom she was vis't-
ing, lnughing with a merry, thrush-like
laugh, ag the two girls sat on n moss-
snameled boulder under the Loughs of
the Indy-apple-tree, with here and there
v yellow leal fluttering dreamly down nt
their fest,  ““Who would dream of such
i poetical deseription applying to the ap-
ples that grow in Bquire Sandford's or-
shard P

“Wasn't it good of him to allow us to
mther l."l’ﬂ" anid Linnet, trimming the
dide-lg # lovely branch of yellow

T
At believe that they are ab-

All ahades Ill'li'lb

Jrrty

Alrs though,” deelnred Rose,
?’eu them in the old apple-bin at

*Why noti"

40h, Squire Codric is eccentric!” Rose
iswered, enrolessly.

“Cadric? I that his nome?"

*Yes. Tsu't it an odd relic of the
Saxon times?" lanshed Rose.

s u very romantic name," remarked
Lianet, wrinkling hee brows in pretty
anusideration of the epithet,

Iz Ien't romaontic,” observed Rose.

“Iaa't he?  But why noti"

“Me’s 80 old ! Thirty, at least!” Rose
responded, with an emphatic nod of the
hend.,

“Horrid ogre!" said Linnet, who was
in her seventeenth year.  *‘Come, Roscy,
let's go home,  I'in ns hungry a8 a canni-
bal! Gathering apples is auch hard work I

She skipped ahend, with her yellow
tresses floating hehind, like stray strands
« [ sunshipe, and her white dress rusiling
ovor the drifts of perfumed leav.s that
enrpeted the path,

Rose fol'owed, with affectionnte cyes
of admiration.

“What is the difference between me
and Linnet?” she nsked herself, My
dress is white also; my hair is ns golden
ns hers. Why is it that she is liken
dancing sprite—1I, a plodding human be-
ingi"

Poor little Rosy!  8he did not realize
that Linnet Dessoir had grown up in an
altog ther different atmosphere; that Line
net had unconscionsly modeled lier dress
from the graceful robes which her father,
the artist, kept to drape his lay-figures;
that hier eye had been trained, her tasts
cultured, in every possible point.

“He's only a poor strugpling artist !
Farmer Hebron had been wont contemp-
tously to observe, when he saw hisbroth-

er-in-lv4's neme the lists inl
=

|1y honored by the Academy of Design,

"*He's o good follow enough,” Eugene
Dessoir airily remarked, when hisagricul-
tural conncetion happined to he men-
tioned. “But he hasn't an iden De-
yond his own fat cattle]l Ie don’t live;
he only vegetates!”

Linnet, however, the bright, mother-
less young beauty, was a great favorite of
Lthe kind-hearted Hebrons; and when she
had so enthusinstically admired the beau-
tiful pink-and-whitelady-apples on Squire
Bandford's tree, Mr. Hobron hnd gone so
far out of his way to ask the squire for a
barrel.

“Just to please the little girl,” said he.
“She thinka a deal of pretty things."

“She is quite "weleome,” said Bquire
Bandford, with formal politeness, “If
you will send a barrel to the tree to-mor-
row, Mr. Hebron, it shall be filled for
your niece,"

And when the squire said this he pict-
ured in his mind's eye the aforesaid nicey
83 a romp of eleven or twelve, with
shingled hnir, freckles and preternatural-
Iy long arms.

All mght long Linnet Dessoir dreamed
of the lady-apples, and when the sun
rose, a sphere of rubied fire, nbove the
eastern hills, she jumped ont of bed and
dressed herself with haste,

“I can't sleep another minnte,” said
she.  “It's just the very sort of mormning
to walk out ncross the woods and look nt
the Indy-apple-tree, with the little spring
zushing oul so close to its roots, and the
blu: nsters, and thickets of golden-rod,

by the stone fence. T won't wake Rosy.
Raosy was up lato last vight, putting ls-

bels on tho quince jelly, I'll let her
sleop, and go by mysel{1"

But Miss Hebron was no more of a lng-
gord in the morning than was her eity
cousin, At seven precisely she knocked
at Linnet's door, but the bird had Town,

“Ilow provoking!" siid Rose. “‘Dut
'l follow her. Blie must have gone to
try to make that sketch of the old mossy
ruck close to the lxdy-apple treel  Iwoun®
der if she knows that my father has pas-
tured Ajux in tho adjoining field "

UAjax" w s nsavage, beautiful . bull,
who was at onco the pride and torment
of Farmer Iebrou, nnd o thrill of terror
came ints Rose's heart nsshe mnde all
speed to follow the dewy teck of Lin-
net's footstops over the grass,

As she reachied the bolt of woods close
to tho apple-orchard, sho paused in dis-
may nt the sound of a sweet, high pitched
voice.

It's Linnet!" she involuntnrily
claimed,  “Amd she's seolding some-
body. D.oar me, whom can it bu?  Bure-
ly not Ajux!"

““You are n thief!" sho could hear Lin-
net exelnim—*a robber! Let that bor-
rel of apples alone, Isny. I don't care
whether you are Bquire Sandford or not.
That barrel of apples is minel"

Aud as Rose drew near, she could seo
this dimpled young Amazon resolutely
defending the barrel of apples, with her
single strength, against Bquire Bandfonl
and his stoutest farm Inborer,

She stood there, with one slizht hand
on tho red-checked fruit, which wos
brimming over the barrel-hoops, and Le-
fore her the tall squire nnd his hereulean
nid-te-eamp were helpless,

I you will allow me to explain—"
pacifically began the squire,

L will pllow nothing!" declared Lin-
net,  “I repeat, these apples are minel
Touch them, at your peril "

Tlus far the yourg heroine was o con-
queror.  Dat alns] in that very moment
of victory Nemesis was ot hand.  There
was the dull sound of trampling hoofs,
then o sullen bellow, and Ajax himself,
bursting  through o weak spot-in the
fence, was upon e,

ox-

ut once. Bhe forgot her herolsm, her
dignitly—everything but her danger, nnd
flew, for rescue, to Bquire S.ndford,
shricking:

“8ave mel save mel"

The furm-huod dogged behind  the
wagon;  but Bauire Bandford never
quailed, but held her resolutely in his
NFTNE,

“Do not be afraid,” he snid, almost ns
il he hal been speaking to a frightencd
child, “Nothing shall harm you, little
one!"

For an instant, things look very black;
then Squire Bandford spoke gently once
mare,

‘Do not hold my arm so tightly,"” enid
he, “Let me get ot my revolver. I must
shoot the brutel No, don't be so terri-
fied. Do not you hear me say that noths
ing should harm youf"

And then the problem resolved itself,
as problems often do.  Ajax, butting his
huge head ngainst the barrel of lady-np-
ples, sent them rolling in all directions,
and caught his horns in the barrel itself,
effectunlly blindivg him, Ie sct off at a
wild gallop down  the hill, bellowing na
he went, and there he met his fato in the
shape of two or three men with a riin-
ning noose of rope and a good stout
chnin,

“Hello, pet!" shouted Farmer Heb-
ron’s voiee. ‘““What's the matter? She
hasn't fainted, has she, squirel”

And Lionet, realizing that she was eafo,
blushingly withdrew fro.n Mr, S8andford's
sheltering arms, and run to her uncle,

“I am g much obliged to you, sir,”
she whispered.  “And  please—plense
don't mind what T sald about the apples.
You are guite welcomo to them, "

“Tey? Apples!™ gnid Mr. 1T Yron,
“Why, Linnct dido't you know tuat I
carted the barrel ®f npples thut.the
squire gave yon home lnst night.”

Linnet grew erimson all over, and fled
to Rose's faithlul breast for consolation,

I—I shall never dare to look that man
in the face again,” she bewailed-herself,
‘'Oh, dear—oh, dear, whnt must he have
thought of me|”

But of course Mr, Sundford considered
it only righ' and proper to eall that eva-
ning, and inquire how Miss Dessoir
found herself; and really the mecting
was not hall na embarrassing as Linnct
had fancied it would be,

They had a good laugh about Ajax
and the apples; and Linnet confessed
how dreadfully frightened shoe had heen.

“And with reason," eaid Squire Sand-
ford. “There wns n second or two in
which we were in very serious danger.”

“But: you will forgive mo about the
apples?" said Linnet, with pretty, coax-
ing carnestness,

“Oh, yes, I will forgive you about the
apples!”  Bauire Saodford lnughingly
returned, ;

And in that moment Linnct thought
what a very pretty color his eyes were,
decided that he couldn’t possibly be
thirly years old.

- o7

“Isn't it strange " said Rose Hebron,
““that we have lived *nelghber to Squire
Sandford all those years, and he has nev-
er Leen more than ordlinarily polite to
mef  And here comes Lizuet, and quar-
rels with him at five minytes' nctice, and

- * - L -

calls him  ol) sorts " gf names, and mow

Linnct Dessoir collapsed, o kg spenk, |

they nare engoged to be married, and J
wim to be the bridesmaid.”

“Not at all strange 1" said Miss Dossoir,
“To me it seems as tico and nntural as
posaible.  But you are mistaken ubout
his nge, Rosy, e isonly twenty-nine,
Aund if ho were o nndred  and  twenty-
nine, I should love him all the same,"

YOI course,” said Rose; that is what
all engaged girls say."—Ielen Norest
Graves,

Turkish Fublic Amnsomonts.

The public amusements of the Turks
consist of meyd n- y ones, bara-g'e, an |
the meddah,  Meydan-oyoonoo is n sort
of low burlesque, neted by men only and
without a stage, the changing of cos-
tumes being effected behind o tempora-
ry sereen. The kava.g'eor is the Turk-
ish  “‘Punch and  Judy," rendered in
shadows, o white sheet being stretehed
neross one of the angles of the room di-
ngonnlly, forming the base of o trisngle,
bebind which the performer takes lia
stond, and Ly the foree of o strong lght
casts the “shadows of coming events™ on
the sheet,  And the meddah 8 the fa-
mous story-teller of the East. The nb-
sence of works of fiction, nnd the general
ignoranece of tho people, who do not
even konow how to resd, mnke the narra-
tives of the meddabs quite neceptably to
the pullie, who flock to hear them for
pastime, for thae love of the murvellous is
too powerful in the warm aml bnngina-
tive nalure of the perople of that sunny
clime to remain withoul some develop-
ment,  llence their popularity.  Then,
nguin, these meddahs are not destitule of
dramatic power, entrancing their atton-
tive audiences by tho magnetinm of high-
ly wrought fietion, exnggerated deserip-
tion, and cffective mimicry,  Indeed,
some of them have aequired n renown for
their specinlty. Kiz-Almed, or Ludy
Almed, is so numed on aceount of his
successful pbility in “tuking ol the la-

divs, and Piijomin is noted for the “pa- t

thetie,™  They exereise cerlain coup e
theatre ot their own, nod nre by the ex-
cited fancies of the people invested  with
a genii-like power, as they condense into
o prssing houe the scencs of an eventlul
life, or detnil the cmf:lmnlmuntn of [niry-

dom. In i oy !
the Orien
ocensions i f

the entertninment, i
Iy vulgar, to suit public taste, nre often
not devaid of some good moral, nnd
their comiealiting hold wp somo  populur
viee to public derision,—Hurper's Buzar.

R il

In an African Forost.

At this juncture the native guides wr-
rived, having followed in onr footsteps,
anxious to see the result of our selfl-guld-
nnce.  Wishing to transfor my  responsis
bility to other shoulders I offered them n
present of cloth if they would lead us
through the traclclesy foreats to the pre-
cinets of Rombo; whence 1 knew we
conld find our way unnided to Taveitn
They consented and onee more we entered
the dusky woods, following n zigang
coursa by means of the rough paths
which elephants had just m de.  Oflen
the long-stemmed flowers, and  crushed
stained grass would be slowly rising erect
nguin from the prostrate position into
which they had been trumpled by the
feet of the clumsy proboscidin,  Less
lorda nf the forest who hnd just pre.eded
ts  Indeed, from lime to time thef
would mnke their presence known by
sonorons trumpeting, but as they were
quite aware of our proximity they took
good care to concenl theic hoge holies,
The undergrowth was so dense that you
might have touched un elephant ln youw
gropings before yon aaw him; but above
this dense tangle of aix or seven feet In
helght rose the straight smooth trunks of
superh treesy indecd, the timber 1 saw
here Waus exeoptionnlly fine.  The gloom
of the forest was intensified by the enor-
mots mnsses of orchillnzweed which prew
thickly on the upper branclies of ht
trees, in sueh o manner ns to surrest a
grny, green eloth being thrown over the
folinge, The density of the woodland
growth was almost appalling; we felt like
insocts creeping and twining theough the
Interstices of the mlghty trunks.  As we
preferred to go whither the elephants had
forced n way, our course Wwias nnturally
nn erratic one, and several times the men
Iny down in despair to pant and rest,—
A1 1L Johnston,

v —————
An Exocntive Nosslon.

Bhe was the dangliter of n Senator and
her sweetheart had been to see ber every
night for some time.  Her father beeame
somewhat aiarmed, and this morning he
called her into his study,

HWell, papa,” she snid sweetly, “you
sent for me, What is it?"

“My dear daughfer,” he replied, ]
believe Mr. Blank lins been to see you
every night for some time pasti®

“Yes, papa.”

“And he was here last night{”

"Yes, papn."

“Well, daughter, I want to know
what oceurred between you during your
protracted interview in the parlor. 1 ask
it, my child, beeause I have especial rea-
sona for wishing to know,"

“Dear papa,” replicd the girl with
tears in hor cyes, ““T do not doubt yow
right to nsk what occurred there; but,
papn, it was an executive session; nnd,
papa, you would not have me divalge tl
seerets of such n meeting, wonld yon?"

Thy old mon pever said | word in re

ply = Wehinaton Critie.

PENSION CLAIMS.

Something About the Work
of Special Examiners,

How the Investigation of Olaima to Pon-
sions is Qonatruoted.

A spreinl examiner of the United States
pension oflico says in o lotter to tho De-
troit T'ribune: The duty of these 105
specinl exmminers ia tho preparation of
cnses sont to them from thy pension of-
fiew for finnl ad judication, by the person-
nl examination of witnesses, oxamination
of recorils, ete.  Thiy is at timea a vory
delicato and bmportant work, and it often
requives not o littlo detective akill, al-
though it is not at all o distinetively de-
deteetivo braneh of the government ser
vice. Trobably no mora perfeet system
of chiecks nml gunrds has ever been do-
vised in the transaction of the business
of n vast goyernment bureau than that in
foree in the Unitad States pension office.
Every claim passes throngh many  hands
in many different branches of the estub-
lislumont ane in a foreo so large it i ol-
most wn ampossibility for collusion in the
offico Lo exist and it ia next to impossiblo
to pass a elaim through the office by the
frncid of the offiee,  Btill the number of
framdulent elaims pnased through every
yeur is simply astounding,  This condi-
tion of things avises from the fact that
the most experienced and most honest
clerk mny be duped by false testimony
sulmitted in the support of fulso and

frovdutent elnims, This is compnratively
jeasy where tho testimony s ez parte,

These afll tarits nre ingeniously mhnnfuc-

tured by the peraony interested, o by un-

seripulons pltorneys whose income de-

pends upon the number of cases which
| they uro nble to get through during tho

cur, A8 an illustration of this I may re-
call the fact that in the cleven months of
1881 forty-seven persons were convicted
anidl sent Lo privon by tho United  Btates
court in Detroit, from the vity of Detroit
nlone, for fraudulont practices in connec-
tion with pension cases, nnd ane man net-
oy the attorney in nearly all of these
enses, although it waa Inpossible to
prove that be had sny  personal  connee-
tion with these franda, At this time
nearly, i0not all, of tho dishonest elalm

I ngericies have boen rooted out, and the

"Dvisitens has of Lito yenrs hecomo nystem-

atized, and I8 ko hargnghily, rogulided
that no elnlm ngent may now oven sonid
out n cirgular to the soldiers without
firsl submitting to the commissioner of
pensions o copy of the cireular or circulne
letter for his approval.
| An an Hlusteation of the absolute hon-
eaty of some of the old-timers T may be
pardoned for referring to a ense which
came wider my official observation, 1
wis orderad to investigate n ease in
suithern New York where the similarity
in the signatures in n ense bl ottracted
tha attention of the department,  Tench-
ing the little town I ealled upon the
ngent, who with great unetion assured
mie Lt ho was ns Usteaight ne o string,
nied T owan inelined to believe him antil I
discoveredd  that of thirteen  witnosses
cleven reposed quietly in the village com-
vteryy that of tho other two one had
never rend the aflldavit but had simply
signed it ab the requiest of tho agent, and
the other was his wife,  Under ‘suclt elr-
cnmstances | wis futced Lo chango my
mind.  This convietion wWis somewhnt
strengthencd when T enllud on the applls
ennt, who of course hid no iden whnt iny
business wan, nnd who assured mo that
he was “quite well, T thank. you," and
nble to “hos his row” with the best man
on hils mognificent form of 200 acres, 1
i nvare Ll there fs o aatuel feeling
6f resentment sgalnst the apeeinl ogents
ot ateount of thelt peealinrly inguiving
turat aof sfind, Lot T think T can speak of
the mutler dispassionntely from the foct
that T have not boen conneeted with the
" pension Lilrealt in severnl years, and f
1 elieve them to be useful, {0 frot almost
indispensable, under the existing lawa,
| There i one grave error popularly enter-
|ln'rln-ll relutive to them, and that is to
: the effect that they are the encmies of
the soldier,  T'uds in not true.  Many of
them nre tld auldiers; and in all cases
wlhers nn agent or examinef finds a cnse
which he believes to be all right his busls
ness is Lo complete the claim. Lot us
suppose n ease:  John Bmith has applied
for p nxion; he s exhnusted his resonr-
ees both ns Lo inanees and witnesses; he
pan profduce no mpre proofs as to his
slnim the case 3 too good to be rejected,
and not good enotigh lo be allowed; o
specinl examiner is In his immedinte
neighiborhood; all papers ure referred to
him, and with an educa’cd and keen
mind he sees at n glance the weak points,
init:ates inquiries, finds a clew, follows
it, and probably farever establishes the
anse,  Another ease in point: A soldier's
widow is n pensioner; it is nsserted that
ihie has remarried, LAt there is no record
svidenee of it and she continues to draw
ier pension; n complaint is made; an
gent is put in possession of all the pa-
pers in the case which have been filed in
‘ho pension office; he visits the locality,
incog perhaps, and if he does not sue-
-eed in reaching the facts it will be nn
xeeptionul case,  These specidl exami-
wations are prolific of much that affords
abjeet for subsequent refleetion, for
musement and for sympathy,  The
peplal ngent baromat fmiliar swith the
e bistory of chupel) quartdlsy with
L B

i

nzighborhood differences and with fami-
Iy broils, 1lv is entiroly disinterested;
ho stands between the government and
the soldier, Hisrecord depends not up-
on the number of cases ho “'kills,”" but
upon the industry, Adelity, and skill ho
displays in nscertuining the exact facts,
Of course ut times his work is of tha
most delicate nature, requiring skilful
crogs-exnmination ad the ability to fol-
low to a logical conclusion suggestions
furnished by vory slight clews, or o moy
run across a cnso where from some causa
it is impossible to obinin testimony, He
mny become familiar with the foets, may
be morally cerain of them, but unless ho
can establish them by sworn testimony
he will have failed; and no matter how
thoroughly he miay be convineed of what .
Justico demunds, the departmoent will not
net upon simple statements, even when
mude by its own most trusted ngent.

i
A Dramntie Speotaelo.

During a sojourn in New York of the
writer when n youth in his teens, n very
tragienl ovent oceurred which was as
melodrumntic in it inception na in ita
ending.  This was the terrible murder in
1842 of Adamy, by Colt, in a building
which yet stands on Chnmbers atreot aad
Brondway,  Oolt, who wus o brother or
near relntive of Bamuel Colt, the invent-
or of revolving pistoly, wos an impecunl-
ous individual who lead a desultory life,
e induced Mr. Adams to eall on him at
his room in the third story of the Cham-
bLers street section of  the  buiiding,
Admn's body emergod only as n frights
fully-mutilated ecorpso in o dry gooda
paeking box.  1To wos killwd and stowed
nwny after the monner in which Dr,
Parkmnn wis disposed of by Dr. Web-
ster,  The box contnining Adnme’ re-
maina was direeted to somo person out of
the eity mud sent to s railrond  stationd
Colt was, through o chnin of circumstan-
tinl evidenee, convicted and  sentenced
to be hung November 10 of that yenr.
Through the wealth ol influence of his
relntives great efforts were mndo to eave
him, but lo no effect.  The hour for his
exceution in the yard of the City Tombs
wii 4 o'clogk . m. It wase o dark,
gloomy dajges atmospliers was pe-
culinrly ¢ t such was the excite-
ment pur\f
the stree
wWoere

e 5
strest  tiig -Jiouses of
he prison ve ;

E
nndl the
cavorud

befora 4 ael
to issua from the prison yard nand the
nlarm was glven: *“Tho Tombs is on Are]"
The excitement was tervific and It waa
not lessened by the announcement that
Colt had  killed himsell by stabbing.
The statement wus nlmoat incredible, and
whaon his body wis borne out and  deliv-
erod to his frionds, thousunds belisved
that it was a sham sulcide, nnd that the
criminnl eseaped through the power of
money and bribory of officers. It was
even  submequently stated that he had
been soon in Burope,— foston Dy dget.

e ——n.
Flilal Fidellty In tho Dec.

A writer in the American Hea Journal
reluten the following incldent in the in-
troduetion of queens, which shows the
fllind Instinets iu this wonderful Jittlo ine
nect:  “Laost full, whilo putting my eolo-
nion in order for wintering, they were
enrried, tne by one, nfow yards from the
summer stands, and the (rames removed,
boxea cleaned, cte. ; the bges-adberlng to
one hive were poured on the ground with
the ncrapings from the hive, and the
queen with them,  Shortly after the col-
ony hnd been replnced upon its atand
robbing Dbegan, thus indicating some-
thing wrong with the queen,  Iler hive
was closed until sundown and  visited
eorly the next moming—a light frost
hnving fallen—when t occured to mo
tht the queen might be found
where the bees hnd been  pourcd out the
morning befero—about Lwenty-four hours
previous; awmd there to my amnzement,
was a cone-slinped eluster of bees as largs
as o ten-cop, and in the center »
was the queen, cold and stiff. U1 o
taking her to a fire; in o fow minutes she
wan restored to netivity; and, on lifting
the cusltlon over the bees and presenting
lier, tho first thing even before she left
the fingers, a hee “gave her Lo eat”; and
thereupon, almost instantly, a joyful
hum  possed  tlhaough the hive; aud,
quicker than it can be told, dead bees
were earried out, nod  defensive warfare
agninst robbers bagan.

The fidelity exhibsted in protecting
their mother on that frosty night, and
the joy manifested on her safe return
home, are worthy of our imitation.

A Forelgn Langnage.

Wife (putting down o novel) —*'I wish
that T couldl speak some foreign langunge;
1 wouldn't much care which one."

Husband—*"I find *it to be an advan.
tﬂgﬂ- "

Wite— “Whati"

“11ushnd-—""Speaking a foreign lan
guage, of coursa,” s, /

Wife—*'Yon speak n foreign—=1 1" /

Husband—“Yes," Sy

“YWife—'"I didn’t know it before,
What languazei” !

“Husbani—English, England is o fe~
cign country. What's the mytter yith

vou'-drkaan Lragdler,




